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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 70.8 

§ 70.5 Procedures. 
(a) Discharge review procedures are 

prescribed in § 70.8. 
(b) Discharge Review Standards are 

prescribed in § 70.9 and constitute the 
basic guidelines for the determination 
whether to grant or deny relief in a dis-
charge review. 

(c) Complaint Procedures about 
decisional documents are prescribed in 
§ 70.10. 

§ 70.6 Information requirements. 
(a) Reporting requirements. (1) The re-

porting requirement prescribed in 
§ 70.8(n) is assigned Report Control 
Symbol DD-M(SA)1489. 

(2) All reports must be consistent 
with DoD Directive 5000.11, ‘‘Data Ele-
ments and Data Codes Standardization 
Program,’’ December 7, 1964. 

(b) Use of standard data elements. The 
data requirements prescribed by this 
part shall be consistent with DoD 
5000.12–M, ‘‘DoD Manual for Standard 
Data Elements,’’ December 1981. Any 
reference to a date should appear as 
(YYMMDD), while any name entry 
should appear as (Last name, first 
name, middle initial). 

§ 70.7 Effective date and implementa-
tion. 

This part is effective immediately for 
the purpose of preparing implementing 
documents. DoD Directive 1332.28, 
March 29, 1978, is officially canceled, ef-
fective November 27, 1982. This part ap-
plies to all discharge review pro-
ceedings conducted on or after Novem-
ber 27, 1982. § 70.10 applies to all com-
plaint proceedings conducted on or 
after September 28, 1982. Final action 
on complaints shall not be taken until 
September 28, 1982, unless earlier cor-
rective action is requested expressly by 
the applicant (or the applicant’s coun-
sel) whose case is the subject of the 
decisional document. If earlier correc-
tive action is requested, it shall be 
taken in accordance with § 70.10. 

§ 70.8 Discharge review procedures. 
(a) Application for review—(1) General. 

Applications shall be submitted to the 
appropriate DRB on DD Form 293, 
‘‘Application for Review of Discharge 
or Separation from the Armed Forces 
of the United States,’’ with such other 

statements, affidavits, or documenta-
tion as desired. It is to the applicant’s 
advantage to submit such documents 
with the application or within 60 days 
thereafter in order to permit a thor-
ough screening of the case. The DD 
Form 293 is available at most DoD in-
stallations and regional offices of the 
Veterans Administration, or by writing 
to: DA Military Review Boards Agency, 
Attention: SFBA (Reading Room), 
Room 1E520, The Pentagon, Wash-
ington, DC 20310. 

(2) Timing. A motion or request for 
review must be made within 15 years 
after the date of discharge or dismissal. 

(3) Applicant’s responsibilities. An ap-
plicant may request a change in the 
character of or reason for discharge (or 
both). 

(i) Character of discharge. Block 7 of 
DD Form 293 provides an applicant an 
opportunity to request a specific 
change in character of discharge (for 
example, General Discharge to Honor-
able Discharge; Other than Honorable 
Discharge to General or Honorable Dis-
charge). Only a person separated on or 
after 1 October 1982 while in an entry 
level status may request a change from 
Other than Honorable Discharge to 
Entry Level Separation. A request for 
review from an applicant who does not 
have an Honorable Discharge shall be 
treated as a request for a change to an 
Honorable Discharge unless the appli-
cant requests a specific change to an-
other character of discharge. 

(ii) Reason for discharge. Block 7 of 
DD Form 293 provides an applicant an 
opportunity to request a specific 
change in the reason for discharge. If 
an applicant does not request a specific 
change in the reason for discharge, the 
DRB shall presume that the request for 
review does not involve a request for 
change in the reason for discharge. 
Under its responsibility to examine the 
propriety and equity of an applicant’s 
discharge, the DRB shall change the 
reason for discharge if such a change is 
warranted. 

(iii) The applicant must ensure that 
issues submitted to the DRB are con-
sistent with the request for change in 
discharge set forth in block 7 of the DD 
Form 293. If an ambiguity is created by 
a difference between an applicant’s 
issue and the request in block 7, the 
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